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3rd April 

 

Dear All 

 

Please find below the update 15 from HOPE.  

 

News from HOPE 

 

 

HOPE’s 11-day Online UK Education Fair ended Tuesday 31st March with 20 partner 

universities and schools having participated. Our first-time online event staged to our  

clients 15 online presentation followed by dialogue with our 5 directors as well as 11  

demo classes of across 10 academic subjects. An average of 45 targeted audience turned  

up at the zoom meeting room each time with the highest number 85 and lowest 29. 
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In April and May, we will continuously work with you to run various online seminars 

particularly demo class to promote your institutions and warm up the students for the new 

academic year, hopefully from September 2020. Please contact Alice Zhang, International 

Partnership Manager at a.zhang@hope-studyabroad.com for arrangement if you are 

interested in providing demo class. 

 

 
During the online fair, HOPE Shanghai’s staff tea room was converted into Live Studio! 

mailto:a.zhang@hope-studyabroad.com
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2nd April, World Autism Awareness Day witnessed an online seminar on Children’s autism 

rehabilitation organized by HOPE and supported by 4 children’s autism rehabilitation 

centres from Shanghai, Hangzhou, Nanjing and Wuhan. 2 experts in this area are invited by 

HOPE to give presentations to about 100 families of autistic children and teachers from the 

rehabilitation centres.  

 

The result of HOPE’s Support Wuhan, Support Autistic Children, Charity Photo 

Competition was released at the seminar, and the winners joined HOPE to donate a total of 

RMB16000 (GBP1880) to Wuhan Xile Children’s Rehabilitation Centre. HOPE is to 

continue use its resources at home and abroad to help this special group by donating books, 

toys and the training for the teachers. If any of you can support us to support autistic 

children and their teachers in any means, please get in touch with me. 
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Chuan Chuan, our Counselling Assistant in Nanjing Office, was given the honor to 

announce the winners of the Charity Photo Competition on behalf of our company 

at the online seminar on 2nd April which made her birthday that day unforgettable! 

 

 

 

           First Prize of the photo competition: I want to play with you. 
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Second Prize of the photo competition: We are different, but we are same 

 

 

 
       Third Prize of the photo competition: a family waiting to be tested 
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Most favored photo by partner institutions:  Set me Free 

 

 

News on local media 

 

Index   

1. China warns against epidemic rebound with rising risks of imported cases 

2. Qingming rice cakes made to welcome festival 

3. The country she knows 

 

Kind regards 

 

Daniel 

  

 



 

Add: Room 411 Pole Tower, 425 Yishan Road,  200235, China 

地址：中国上海宜山路 425 号光启城办公楼 411 室，邮编：200235 

Tel: +86 (0)21 33634525 Fax: +86 (0)21 33634528 Email: d.zheng@hope-studyabroad.com 

 

China warns against epidemic rebound with rising 

risks of imported cases 

Xinhua | Updated: 2020-04-03 17:11  

Inbound passengers fill out epidemiological investigation forms at customs in 

Shanghai Pudong International Airport on March 25, 2020. [Photo/Xinhua] 

 

BEIJING - The Chinese health authority on Friday demanded continued prevention 

efforts in communities, workplaces and households to guard against an epidemic 

rebound as the country faces rising risks of imported COVID-19 cases. 

"With a growing number of imported cases, China is still facing risks of sporadic 

locally-transmitted cases and even local outbreaks of COVID-19," said Mi Feng, 

spokesperson for the National Health Commission (NHC), at a press conference. 

The Chinese mainland received reports of 31 new confirmed COVID-19 cases on 

Thursday, of which 29 were imported, the NHC said in a daily report. 



 

Add: Room 411 Pole Tower, 425 Yishan Road,  200235, China 

地址：中国上海宜山路 425 号光启城办公楼 411 室，邮编：200235 

Tel: +86 (0)21 33634525 Fax: +86 (0)21 33634528 Email: d.zheng@hope-studyabroad.com 

 

The remaining two new cases, one in Liaoning Province and one in Guangdong 

Province, are domestic infections transmitted by imported cases, Mi noted at the 

conference. 

The Chinese mainland also reported 12 new suspected cases Thursday, all of which 

were imported, according to the daily report. 

As of Thursday, the mainland had reported a total of 870 imported cases. Of the 

imported cases, 160 had been discharged from hospitals after recovery, and 710 are 

being treated, with 19 in severe conditions, said the commission. 

 

Qingming rice cakes made to welcome festival 
chinadaily.com.cn | Updated: 2020-04-03 14:25 
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As Qingming Festival, or Tomb-Sweeping Day, is coming, residents are preparing the local traditional 

food-Qingming rice cakes in Huizhou district in Huangshan city, Anhui province, April 2, 2020. The cakes 

are made from glutinous rice flour blended with freshly pressed wormwood juice. Often, bacon, bamboo 

shoots and meat will be added for more flavor. [Photo/Xinhua] 
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The country she knows 
By Andrew Moody | China Daily | Updated: 2020-04-03 08:01  

 

Tessa Keswick poses in her garden in Wiltshire  

in South West England.[Photo provided to China Daily] 

 

Former British policy adviser Tessa Keswick addresses misunderstandings about 

China in a book, Andrew Moody reports. 

Tessa Keswick insists many in the West, even many in influential positions, do not 

know China at all. 

The retired British top policy adviser, therefore, has made it her mission to address 

some of these, often cultural, misunderstandings in her highly engaging new 

book, The Colour of the Sky After Rain, about her own nearly 40-year love affair 

with the country. 
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"People really do not know much about China. Even the people who should do, 

don't," she says. 

"They apply all sorts of criteria, often Western criteria, while rather neglecting to see 

themselves in the mirror at the same time." 

Keswick, 77, is nothing if not well connected. The daughter of a Scottish earl, she 

has held a number of high profile positions, including being a former special policy 

adviser to former UK cabinet minister Kenneth Clarke, director of the Centre for 

Policy Studies, an influential London-based think tank, as well as chancellor of the 

University of Buckingham in the United Kingdom. 

 
Architect I.M. Pei poses in front of the pavilion  

he designed in Keswick's garden.[Photo provided to  

China Daily] 
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She is also the wife of Sir Henry Keswick, chairman emeritus of Jardine Matheson, 

the Hong Kongbased trading conglomerate. 

This brings a unique perspective to her book, which, although a memoir, is at the 

same time a firsthand account of China's extraordinary journey since reform and 

opening-up. The idea for the book, in fact, was first planted by former UK deputy 

prime minister Michael Heseltine. 

"Without sort of dropping names, he said to me five or six years ago that I was so 

lucky to have seen this incredible rise of China, which he said is probably one of the 

most important things in our lifetime, and why didn't I write about it," she says. 

Keswick's journey on the Chinese mainland began at Shanghai's old Hongqiao 

airport in 1982 when she accompanied her then-boss David Tang, the late 

flamboyant Hong Kong entrepreneur who was then 28, and a group of British 

businesspeople looking to invest in China as it was opening its doors. 

"My job was to find British firms who wanted to invest in China and take them to 

places. We did get a couple of things going. Tate & Lyle (the UK sugar company) 

set up a tea plantation and someone else set up a small factory," she says. 

 

Keswick's Chinese exploration covers Chongqing  
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They went on to Ningbo, Zhejiang province, where the poverty was "palpable" and 

she had to survive in hotels with beds with thin mattresses and meals of "shrimps in 

an unidentifiable gluey substance" that were barely edible despite foreigners being 

given the best that was available. 

"I was brought up in the north of Scotland in the 1950s, so the hardship didn't 

terribly bother me," she says, laughing. 

Amid the grayness of China then the first thing of beauty she encountered was the 

color of the sky "dissolving into delicate shades of pink, blue and white" after it had 

been drizzling, hence the title of her book. She discovered later this was a 

sought-after color effect in Song Dynasty (960-1279) ceramics. 

"The sky was suddenly illuminated and it was the first beautiful thing I'd seen since 

I'd been there. I thought my goodness, what an extraordinary thing this is, this 

wonderful light that had it just literally filtered through," she says. 

 

Keswick's Chinese exploration covers Jiayuguan  

in Gansu province.[Photo provided to China Daily] 
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Her first visit to Beijing was in 1985 when she went on honeymoon with Henry 

Keswick, her second husband. 

The UK had just signed the joint declaration with China about the future of Hong 

Kong and Jardine Matheson was trying to get back to the mainland, which it had 

largely left, apart from Guangdong province, when the People's Republic was 

formed in 1949. 

They had dinner with the "rather portly" British ambassador Richard Evans at 

Maxim's, then one of the city's most expensive Western restaurants, who warned 

them that Jardines would never be forgiven for its role in the Opium Wars. 

"We were very despondent and, of course, it was a particularly gloomy evening, 

especially after the doorknob came off our hotel room door later. Henry thought it 

was typical Foreign Office speak. It was they who thought Jardines was rather 

suspect and not the Chinese," she says. 

Twelve years later, in 1997, Henry Keswick was summoned to Beijing by then 

vice-premier Zhu Rongji (a year before he became premier) and invited back, a 

meeting that paved the way to 300 business licenses for the company. 

 

Tessa Keswick with Beijing's Party Secretary  

Cai Qi.[Photo provided to China Daily] 
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"He (Zhu) said, 'Why on Earth aren't you investing here?' I think once Hong Kong 

was no longer a colony, but part of China, they rather welcomed foreigners more," 

she says. 

She mentions in the book that her husband, now 81, prefers the company of Chinese 

people to British or Western. 

"Well, I would say that he is very much at home with them. I said 'prefer' in the 

book but he likes English people, too," she adds, laughing. "I think basically I mean 

(he) respects (them) more for the very remarkable qualities they have." 

Tessa Keswick began studying Chinese at the School of Oriental and African 

Studies in London and then by staying with a family in Beijing. The family had been 

quite poor factory workers but were now living a relatively comfortable existence. 

"I stayed with them many times. It is a wonderful language to learn. I think it's 

essential actually to take the trouble to learn something of the language, but I 

couldn't say I had any proficiency at all," she says. 

Tessa Keswick has brought reminders of China back to her homes. On her 

honeymoon trip she brought back acorns from the Ming Tombs near the Great Wall 

for the garden in her country home in Wiltshire in South West England. 

"The tree now is growing in the garden, but actually the climate is not right for it, 

because you need very, very cold winters and very hot summers for it to be happy. 

So it's not as happy as it should be. It was actually planted by (former UK prime 

minister) Mrs Thatcher three months before she left office," Tessa Keswick adds. 
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Her memoir is not only about her own nearly 40-year  

love affair with China but also her firsthand account  

of the country's development over the past few decades. 

[Photo provided to China Daily] 

 

The pavilion in her garden was also actually designed by the Chinese American 

architect I.M. Pei, who died last year at the age of 102. It is his only work in the UK. 

"I just got carried away by this museum he had designed in Kyoto. He'd retired so he 

was prepared to do this small pavilion for us, and we became great friends. He was a 

most wonderful man," she says. 

Tessa Keswick is one who believes the UK should closely engage with the world's 

second-largest economy. She fully endorses the concept of the "golden era" of 

relations, fostered by President Xi Jinping's visit to the UK in October 2015. Her 
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husband, whose company owns the London Mandarin Oriental Hotel, greeted Xi at 

the front door when he spent the first night of his visit there. 

"It was wonderful. It was exactly what we (the UK) should be doing. I believe in 

constructive engagement," she says. 

She is very much against the lecturing tone that some UK and Western politicians 

adopt toward China. 

"Criticizing people you are trying to make friends with is about the worst thing that 

you could possibly do. It is not the way to get to know people. I think (UK Prime 

Minister) Boris (Johnson), who is an educated man and has a broad vision, 

understands that the relationship with China is very important," she says. 

Tessa Keswick says she hopes through her book she can get across to a wider 

audience the China that she herself has come to know. 

"I got to know Chinese people over these many, many years. I just was so impressed 

by some of their characteristic qualities. They are very remarkable," she says. 

"I also wanted to get across this very deep culture as well as the country itself, the 

geography of it, its beauty and variety as well as the extraordinary events that have 

taken place almost everywhere you visit." 

 


