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30 January 2020
Dear All

Some must-know news from China for your information.
Enjoy reading!

Daniel

As coronavirus multiplies, there's also good news

By WANG XIAODONG, ZOU SHUO in Beijing, YANG CHENG in Tianjin and LIA ZHU in San Francisco | China

Daily | Updated: 2020-01-30 05:38

An aerial photo taken on Tuesday shows the construction site of Huoshenshan
Hospital in Wuhan, Hubei province. PHOTO BY SHI Y1/ FOR CHINA DAILY

The number of confirmed cases of the novel coronavirus on the Chinese mainland

has exceeded the total number of SARS cases recorded during that outbreak 17
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years ago. But there is no need to panic, experts said on Wednesday, even though
more cases are expected over the next few days.

The number of confirmed cases of the new coronavirus reached 5,974 on Tuesday
— an increase of 1,459 over the day before, including 132 deaths, since the outbreak
was first reported late December, according to the National Health Commission on
Wednesday.

In addition, the number of suspected cases rose to 9,239.

In Hubei province, the epicenter of the outbreak, 840 new cases were reported on
Tuesday, bringing the total number of confirmed cases there to 3,554.

A suspected case was reported on Tuesday in the Tibet autonomous region, which, if
confirmed, would mean that every province, autonomous region and municipality on
the mainland has acquired the novel coronavirus.

Wednesday's data mean the new virus has exceeded the spread of SARS in its first
month. With SARS — severe acute respiratory syndrome — a total of 5,327 severe
cases were reported on the Chinese mainland between the end of 2002 and Aug 16,
2003, including 349 deaths, according to what was then the Ministry of Health.

In addition, cases of infected foreigners on the mainland were first reported in South
China's Guangdong province.

Three foreigners — a Pakistani and two Australians, who all had been in Wuhan
recently — have been diagnosed with the coronavirus in Guangdong province as of
Wednesday.

Guangzhou released on Wednesday a public letter and details of multilingual service
hotlines for foreigners to get help. Wuhan and Tianjin also have provided foreigners
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with timely consultations and assistance on epidemic prevention and control by
opening a 24-hour hotline service.

Zhong Nanshan, a prominent expert in respiratory diseases and a member of the
Chinese Academy of Engineering, said the recent novel coronavirus outbreak may
hit its peak in a week or 10 days. The outbreak will not last as long as the SARS
outbreak — more than five months — in part because of strong measures to contain
the outbreak adopted by the central government, he said.

There are still no effective drugs to combat the virus, but researchers and medical
staff have been working on several methods, and life-support technologies have
improved greatly since SARS, so the death rate will be less, he told Xinhua News
Agency.

So far, there has been no official statement about when the epidemic will peak or
how long it will last. Gauden Galea, the World Health Organization's representative
in China, said in an earlier interview with China Daily that the WHO is organizing a
number of researchers to model the case numbers, but no conclusion has been
reached yet.

Zeng Guang, chief epidemiologist at the Chinese Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, said that compared with SARS, which involved many critical cases, the
recent coronavirus outbreak is less severe. People in a large number of confirmed
cases showed mild symptoms, according to a report in Health Times on Wednesday.

However, the new virus is more difficult to control and prevent than SARS. It can
jump between humans during incubation, which lasts up to 14 days, he said.

With the lockdown of Wuhan, Hubei province, the presumed source of the outbreak,
the number of cases exported from the city will gradually be reduced, and the rise in
cases in other parts of China will likewise slow, Zeng said.
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Meanwhile, warming weather will also restrain the spread of respiratory diseases
and contribute to control and prevention, he said.

Workers bring the pieces together. Work is expected to be done by Feb 3, about
seven days after it began. PHOTO BY SHI Y1/ FOR CHINA DAILY

The WHO said in a statement on Tuesday that studies so far indicate that most cases
of the virus reported to date have been milder, with about 20 percent of all
confirmed cases experiencing severe illness.

China's National Health Commission will continue to collaborate with the WHO to
contain the outbreak, including studying the severity and transmissibility of the virus,
it said. In addition, China will share biological material with the WHO to contribute
to the development of vaccines.
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The WHO will also send international experts to visit China as soon as possible to
work with domestic experts to increase understanding of the outbreak and guide
global response efforts, it said.

The statement came after a meeting between President Xi Jinping and Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, director-general of the WHO, in Beijing on Tuesday.

"We appreciate the seriousness with which China is taking this outbreak, especially
the commitment from top leadership and the transparency they have demonstrated,
including sharing data and the genetic sequence of the virus," the statement said.
"The WHO will keep working side-by-side with China and all other countries to
protect health and keep people safe."

"Both the WHO and China noted that the number of cases being reported, including
those outside China, is deeply concerning,” the statement said. "Better
understanding of the transmissibility and severity of the virus is urgently required to
guide other countries on appropriate response measures."

Walter lan Lipkin, a professor of epidemiology and director of the Center for
Infection and Immunity at Columbia's Mailman School of Public Health who is
known as a leading "virus hunter", is headed to the epidemic-stricken area in China
to assist with efforts to contain the spread of the novel coronavirus, according to
Columbia Global Centers in Beijing on Tuesday.

Based on the evidence so far, Lipkin said on Tuesday in an article updated on
Columbia University's website that the novel coronavirus is not expected to spread
to the same extent as SARS, which reached 33 countries.

Contact the writers at wangxiaodong@chinadaily.com.cn
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Wuhan nurse cured after being infected with

coronavirus

chinadaily.com.cn | Updated: 2020-01-29 20:31

Guo Qin examines a patient at the Zhongnan Hospital of Wuhan University on Jan 28,
2020. [Photo by Gao Xiang/for China Daily]

Guo Qin, a 38-year-old nurse working at the emergency center at Zhongnan
Hospital of Wuhan University, returned to her post on Tuesday after 14 days of
guarantine for testing positive for the novel coronavirus.
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Guo has been a nurse for 15 years. Since the latest pneumonia outbreak, she has
worked more than 10 hours a day, tending to severe patients in emergency wards.

She began showing symptoms of fever on the night of Jan 12, with her body
temperature reaching 37.8 degrees Celsius as well as a slight stomachache. She was
confirmed infected with the novel coronavirus-related pneumonia and was sent to a
quarantine ward.

"My experience shows the disease is not so scary. It can be cured," Guo said after
returning to work.

Xi Jinping meets with visiting World Health Organization

(WHO) Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

2020/01/29 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China
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BEIJING, Jan. 29 -- Chinese President Xi Jinping said Tuesday that China has full confidence and
capability to win the battle against the outbreak of pneumonia caused by the novel coronavirus
(2019-nCoV).

Xi made the remarks when meeting with visiting World Health Organization (WHO)
Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing.

The Chinese people are now fighting a very serious battle against the epidemic, said Xi, adding that
the people's safety and health always come first, and thus the prevention and control of the
outbreak is the country's most important work for now.

Xi said he chaired a special meeting of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee on the outbreak on Saturday, the first day of
this lunar new year.

He said the comprehensive deployment has been made for the containment and mitigation of the
epidemic, and a central leading group on battling the virus was established.

"The epidemic is a devil. We will not let it hide," said Xi.

Chinese government has released information about the epidemic in a timely, open, transparent
and responsible manner, responded to concerns of all sides actively, and enhanced cooperation
with the international community, Xi said.

Hailing the WHO's important role in coordinating global public health affairs, Xi said China attaches
great importance to the cooperation with the WHO.

The WHO is welcome to participate in the epidemic containment, Xi said, adding that WHO experts
have visited Wuhan in central China where the virus first broke out.

China is ready to work with the WHO as well as the international community to safeguard regional
and global public health security, Xi said.

Xi said he believes that the WHO and the international community will assess the epidemic
situation in an objective, just, calm and reasonable way.

China has the full confidence and capability to win the battle against the virus with concerted efforts,
scientific containment and targeted policies under the strong leadership of the CPC, said Xi.
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Tedros said it is admirable that the Chinese government has shown its solid political resolve and
taken timely and effective measures in dealing with the epidemic.

President Xi's personal guidance and deployment show his great leadership capability, Tedros
said.

He said that China has released information in an open and transparent manner, identified the
pathogen in a record-short time and shared the genetic sequence of the novel coronavirus in a
timely manner with the WHO and other countries.

China's measures are not only protecting its people, but also protecting the people in the whole
world, he said.

Hailing the high speed and massive scale of China's moves are rarely seen in the world, Tedros
said it showed China's efficiency and the advantages of China's system.

The experience of China is worth learning for other countries, he said, adding that he believes the
measures China has taken will effectively control and finally prevail over the epidemic.

The WHO firmly supports China's measures against the epidemic and stands ready to enhance
cooperation with China and provide all necessary assistance, Tedros said.

He said the WHO will make assessment based on science and facts, and opposes overreaction
and groundless accusations.

The WHO speaks highly of China's major role in and great contribution to the cause of global public
health, and is ready to further conduct strategic cooperation with China, said Tedros.
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